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The Sidel iner

Under the Master’s Hat
Worshipful Master

Dear Bothers of Wadsworth,

 I hope you are having a 
wonderful Labor Day weekend. It is 
hard to believe that we have again 
reached the end of another summer. 
But the end of summer 
means a return to the 
Craft and I must say 
that I am eagerly 
looking forward to 
seeing all of you again 
and resuming our 
Labor. 
 Our Junior 
Warden and I have 
spoken at length about 
the collations for this year and we 
believe you are all in for something 
special. We have a number of 
brothers who have volunteered to 
help and JW Andy has some terrific 
menu ideas. Starting with the 
Shepherd’s Pie dinner for our first 
meeting and following it with a 
Wurst night for our second meeting 
seems to me to be a terrific start to 
the year. A special Meatloaf night is 
planned for the first meeting in 
October. I believe this will be a year 
of really terrific dinners thanks to 
JW Andy and his helpers.0

I would also like to remind you that 
our September 28th meeting is an 
open meeting for the presentation of 
our own RW Geoffrey Hoderath’s 
Apron as DDGM. This is a very 

special night and I 
hope that all 
Wadsworth Brothers 
will join us to 
recognize this 
wonderful event. Geoff 
is certainly worthy of 
this honor and 
recognition.
 FYI, our 

plan for the Lodge trip this year is a 
day trip on Sunday, October 2nd to 
the Clark Institute in Williamstown, 
MA. The Clark is an amazing 
museum and has much to offer for 
everyone. This particular Sunday is 
“Kite Day” and the admission is 
free.  They are currently featuring a 
special presentation especially 
suited to Masons entitled 
“Splendor, Myth and Vision: 
Nudes From the Prado,”. Our 
intent is to meet at the Albany 
Masonic Temple, carpool to 
Williamstown then visit the 
museum after lunch, returning to 
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UNDER THE MASTER’S HAT (CONT’D)
Albany for dinner. Lunch location will probably be the 
Clark and dinner will be at Paolo Lombardi’s 
Ristorante.   Access at the Clark is very good and 
everyone from children to our seniors needing 
assistance will be able to be accommodated. This 
should be a wonderful day trip and very cost effective.
 We have a number of interesting programs 
planned for this year and I hope that everyone will be 

able to participate. Remember to check the 
Trestleboard as some changes may occur. Looking 
forward to seeing all of you soon.

S&F

Bob Joel, WM

Wadsworth Lodge 2015 – 2016 Trestle Board
August 21, 2016 Annual Picnic
September 14, 2016 Welcome back Brothers Night, Discussion of plans for the year, Read any 

petitions and Business Meeting
September 28, 2016 Business Meeting and Apron Presentations to Geoff 
October 2, 2016 (Sunday) Family Masonic Trip: The Clark, Williamstown MA
October 12, 2016 Business Meeting and Years of Service Awards Night
October 26, 2016 Lodge Of Instruction
November 9, 2016 Tiled DDGM Visit
November 23, 2016 Lodge Dark due to Holiday Observance
December 14, 2016 Annual Holiday Party, Holiday Toy Drive, Family get together
December 28, 2016 Dark
January 11, 2017 Business Meeting and Masonic Movie Night
January 25, 2017 Annual Pool Tournament and Brother bring a friend night
February 8, 2017 Business Meeting and Practice for First Degree
February 22, 2017 First Degree - Past Masters In Charge
March 5, 2017 (Sunday) Practice for Second Degree
March 8, 2017 Second Degree
March 22, 2017 Business Meeting and Masonic Movie Night
April 12, 2017 Move up Night, all officers elected and appointed and Business Meeting
April 26, 2017 Business Meeting and practice for 3rd Degree
April 29, 2017 (Saturday) Special communication for 3rd Degree
May 10, 2017 Business Meeting and Master's Annual Report
May 24, 2017 Annual Communications, Appointments and Installation of Officers
June 14, 2017 TBA

   “*” Indicated Tuxedos to be worn 

! ! (Practice Nights on Wednesdays before Degree at 7:00p.m.) 
   * Tuxedos for these events all others Business Attire.
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! Brother Nick Blais lost his father John G. Blais 
on July 19.  John also known as Zeus was a legendary 
caber tosser, carpenter, and raconteur.  He was a 
carpenter who worked for many years with Paul 
Mooney Builder in Bennington, VT. John was best 
known for his comic impressions, quick wit, 
exceptional storytelling, and love of poetry, literature 
and music. 

 Lady Kathy Fink passed away on August 2.  She 
was the wife Ill. William B. Fink, Jr. 33rd and past 
Master of St. George's Lodge No. 6 and Beukendaal 
Lodge No. 915. She was also the daughter of deceased 
Wadsworth Brother Laverne W. Getman.
R∴W∴Brother John W. Scott recounts that Kathy as a 
young girl attended many events sponsored by our 
Lodge.

Sickness and Distress:

Please communicate sickness and distress and/or glad tidings. Brothers, we will never have knowledge to 
give support to our Brothers, their Widows or Orphans unless we communicate.  Harmony is the support of 
all institutions, especially this of Our Great Masonic Lodge, Wadsworth #417.

Glad Tidings:
Wadsworth had another successful Summer 

picnic see the following article.  Steve King is 
treading the boards again.  This time in a comedy 
see the article below. 
 Bro. Sanjay Chopra who presently lives in 
Mason, OH sent "Best Wishes for a Happy & Safe 
Independence Day" in response to the Worshipful 
Master’s July 4th message.
 R ∴W∴ Geoffrey Hoderath is the DDGM for 
the Old Seventeenth Masonic District.  Geoffrey will 
be receiving his apron on Wednesday, September 28, 
2016 in the Ten Eyck Room at the Albany Masonic 
Temple during an Open Meeting.  Prior to the meeting, 
a social reception will be held in the ground floor 
dining hall from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. followed by dinner. 
The cost will be $20 per person.  The menu will be the 
usual cheese & cracker plates etc beforehand. Wine 
and beer for libations. The wurst will be accompanied 

by sauerkraut, german potato salad, regular potato 
salad and several varieties of mustard. Ketchup for the 
less refined of us. Rolls and bread as well. Plus 
anything else interesting that Bob Joel and Paul Baum 
can think of.
 Participants in the program will be wearing 
tuxedos with guests in business attire. A formal 
invitation will be sent out shortly. With the constraints 
associated with promoting a September program 
during the summer months, we would appreciate your 
help to “talk up” the program in your individual 
newsletters, lodges and concordant bodies as much as 
possible.
 No one in the district has labored any harder 
for the craft than Geoffrey so please show your 
appreciation and support for the honor he has brought 
to the Old 17th Masonic District, and be part of this 
special testimonial.  
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Around the District:
District Deputy Grand Master Visits

Day Date Lodge Day Date Lodge

Monday September 19, 2016 Mount Vernon No. 3 Tuesday November 8, 2016 Noah No. 754

Thursday September 22, 2016 Van Rensselaer No. 87 Wednesday November 9, 2016 Wadsworth No. 417

Tuesday September 27, 2016 Evening Star No. 75 Monday November 14, 2016 Masters No. 5

Thursday October 6, 2016 Berne No. 684 Tuesday November 15, 2016 Ancient Temple No. 14

Tuesday October 11, 2016 Beukendaal No. 915 Thursday November 17, 2016 Clinton No. 130

Wednesday October 19, 2016 Schenectady No. 1174 Tuesday November 22, 2016 Victor No. 680

Thursday October 27, 2016 St. George's No. 6 Monday December 5, 2016 Mount Zion No. 311

Tuesday November 1, 2016 Bethlehem No. 85 Thursday January 5, 2017 Gutenberg No. 737

Thursday November 3, 2016 Apollo-King Solomon's No. 13

       
Masters and Officers Association Schedule 

       

District Web Page 
 The website for the Old 17th Masonic District 
may be found at http://old17th.org

Apron Presentations
The schedule for Apron presentations is
DDGM  September 28 at Wadsworth
AGL     September 22 at Van Rensselaer
Staff Officer September 1 at 
 Guttenburg

Masters and Officers Association
 The members of the Association 
are the Worshipful Master, Senior and 
Junior Wardens, Treasurer, Secretary, 
Senior and Junior Deacons and Tiler of 
each lodge in the District.

 The meetings are preceded by dinner which 
costs $20.  Reservations are a must and may be made 
by contacting the Vice President.
 The officers this year are:

 President- Keith Becker  
 (Bethlehem Lodge #85)
 KDB73@aol.com
 Vice President- Edwin Hathaway 
 (Clinton Lodge #140)

hathawayedwin@yahoo.com
Secretary- Rajesh Aialavajjala 
r.aialavajjala@gmail.com
(Apollo King-Solomon's Lodge #13)
Treasurer- Bob McCloskey  
(St George's Lodge #6)
carogabob69@gmail.com 

!

 August 29, 2016
 September 29, 2016
 October 31, 2016
 November 29, 2016
 

 January 30, 2017
 March 29, 2017
 May 30, 2017

mailto:KDB73@aol.com
mailto:KDB73@aol.com
mailto:hathawayedwin@yahoo.com
mailto:hathawayedwin@yahoo.com
mailto:r.aialavajjala@gmail.com
mailto:r.aialavajjala@gmail.com
mailto:carogabob69@gmail.com
mailto:carogabob69@gmail.com
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Poet’s Corner:
Take Time

Take time to think-
 It is the source of power.
Take time to read-
 It is the foundation of wisdom.
Take time to play-
 It is the secret of staying young.
Take time to be quiet-
 It is the chance to seek god.
Take time to be aware-
 It is a chance to help others.
Take time to love and be loved-
 It is God’s greatest gift.
Take time to laugh-
 It is the music of the soul.
Take time to be friendly-
 It is the road to happiness.
Take time to dream-
 It is what the future is made of.
Take time to pray-
 It is the greatest power on earth.
And take time for charity… it is the key to heaven.
~Anonymous~

The Tale of the Ring is another Ogrenism.  He 
was on a plane on the way back from visiting 
Jamaica.  It was at a time when the airlines were 
beginning economizing.  The lunch on the flight 
consisted of half a submarine sandwich.  Soon 
after he had finished his snack the attendant came 

by and gave him another half a sandwich.  He 
said “I did not ask for this why am I getting 
this”?  She replied that he was getting another 
half because her grandfather wore a ring just like 
the one you are wearing.

Tales of the Ring
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 Last Sunday, thirty brothers and family 
members celebrated another Annual Lodge Summer 
Picnic at Henry Hudson Bethlehem Town Park. Event 
organizer, Past Master Bruce Susser, wowed everyone 
with his grilling skills in the sultry August weather. He 
also reserved the pavilion for us.
 Aside from traditional barbecue fixings, Bruce 
also steam-grilled fresh sweet corn on a cob. Yummy! 

Everyone enjoyed themselves and we were fortunate 
to miss the afternoon rain showers.
 Thank you all for sharing your pot-luck 
contributions, and we are especially thankful to Bruce 
who made the event a success.

Bro. Tim Martin,Sec'y

Thanks to Tim Martin and Steve King for the photos.

Summer Picnic
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Summer Picnic Cont’d
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The Cocktail Hour

 Our own Steve King is starring in the Theater 
Barn Production of the Cocktail Hour.  He plays 
Bradley, the father.  The play, as the billboard says is 
a comedy of manners.  It takes place during an 
extended cocktail hour, since the maid has not figured 
out how to cook the roast.  The subject of the evening 
is a play written by their son John.  The play is title 
“The Cocktail Hour” and is autobiographical  about 
his family’s cocktail hours.

 When the play opened Off Broadway, Frank 
Rich of the New York Times said “The laughter in 
Act I is almost continuous...”.
 On his website, Playwright Gurney has said 
the play was "probably the most personal thing I had 
written up to this time". He also revealed that he 
promised his parents it would not be produced in 
Buffalo, New York, his hometown where they still 
resided, during their lifetimes[6] because "the details 
are so close to home." He added, "The play tries to 
work within the traditions of a comedy of manners, 
and simultaneously challenge those traditions as 
outmoded if not destructive."
 If we have tweaked your curiosity or just 
want to come out and support Steve the Theater Barn 
is in New Lebanon.  It is about a 40 minute drive on 
I-90 across the Hudson to Route 20 from there head 
east.  It is about six miles past the Speedway on the 
left.
 There are three performances over three 
consecutive weekends in September starting on 
Friday the 9th..  There are evening performances on 
Friday and Saturday at 8 PM and a Sunday matinee at 
2PM.
 Call (518) 794-8989 to reserve seats.Ticket 
sales are by cash or personal checks only (sorry, no 
credit cards).  The box office is open daily from 
10AM to 9PM 
! Regular Tickets $27 / Sunday Matinée $25
Group rate are available upon request.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Playwright
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Playwright
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buffalo,_New_York
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buffalo,_New_York
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Fall Trip:
 This year’s trip will be of the leaf peeper 
variety.  W∴Bob Joel invites you to join him for a trip 
into the Berkshires to visit “The Clark”.  This is going 
to be a car pool type of trip rather than by bus.  Plan on
being at the Albany Temple on October 2nd, at 10:15
for a 10:30 start of the trip. This should put us at the
Clark in time for lunch, enjoy the Museum and grounds
in the afternoon before returning to Albany for dinner.
On this particular Sunday admission is free. Everyone 
will be responsible for their own lunch – great 
picnicking on the Clark grounds. 
    Be our guest for dinner at Paolo Lombardi’s 
Ristorante 104 W Sand Lake Rd, Wynantskill, NY just 
north of Route 43 in West Sand Lake which is our route 
to and from the Clark. The restaurant will be expecting 
a minimum of 20 persons and reservations are 
scheduled for 6 PM. 
 The Clark is one of only a handful of 
institutions globally with a dual mission as an art 
museum and a distinguished center for research and 
higher education, dedicated to advancing and extending 
the public understanding of art. No other institution of 
its scale and character has such a complex and 
exhilarating mission—complex because interrelating 
the differing purposes of an art museum and a center 
for research and higher education is so challenging, and 
exhilarating because the possibilities and implications 
of this combination are so dynamic.
 
 

The Clark’s mission and its geographical location 
define three essential aspects of its character and 
identity: the quality of its art, the beauty of its pastoral 
setting, and the depth of its commitment to the 
generation of ideas.  

 This is not just a museum.  It is surrounded by 
140 acres of expansive lawns, meadows, and walking 
trails, the Clark is located in a setting of profound 
natural beauty. The windows of its galleries afford 
views of the surrounding woods and fields, adjacent 
farm pastures, and a nearby lily pond. Walking trails 
traverse the property, including trails up historic Stone 
Hill, which offers a spectacular view of Williamstown 
and the Green Mountains of Vermont to the north. All 
walking trails are open and accessible during the 
campus expansion program.

! The focal point of the campus is the three-
tiered reflecting pool, which unites the surrounding 
Clark Center, Museum Building, and Manton Research 
Center with the natural setting. Water cascades through 
granite stepping-stones from one pool to the next, 
and then wells up into a garden pond at the beginning 
of the woodland trails near the edge of the forest. The 
uppermost level of the reflecting pool abuts the Clark 
Center and creates a visual connection to the wetlands 
and woodland beyond.  Lawns, walks and 
embankments thread between the ponds, which ties the 
lawns of the central campus to the sweep of Stone Hill 
meadow and the intricate network of intermittent 
streams that the site.  Stone Hill is the subject of a 
featured exhibit during our visit.  In the galleries and 
out on the trails writers, philosophers, scientists, and 
naturalists familiar with the richness of this special 
place lend knowledge and personal experience to the 
exhibition—both in the Lunder Center galleries and out  
on the trails—in the form of storytelling, sound 
recordings, historical displays, artifacts, and more.
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 We are planning lunch at the Clark.  It offers a 
full range of dining options, from a full-service lunch 

to a quick sandwich or snack on the go.  Visitors are 
always welcome to bring or purchase a picnic to enjoy 
at one of the picnic tables dotting the grounds and 
beneath the terrace at the Lunder Center at Stone Hill. 
However, keep in mind that food and drink (including 
water bottles) are not permitted in the galleries. 
 The free admission is in celebration of the 
special exhibition Sensing Place: Reflecting on Stone 
Hill, join friends and family on Stone Hill near 
the Thomas Schütte: Crystal installation to take in the 
beauty of the Berkshires and mark the special return of 
Williams College tradition, Kite Day, to the Clark! 
 Relax with a picnic and enjoy a rhythmic 
performance by the Williams Percussion Ensemble, 
bring your favorite kite to fly, perform music or recite 
poetry. Drumming circle with Otha Day, eco art, open 
mic and more! 
 We will conclude our day’s outing with dinner 
in Wynantskill at Lombardi’s. Again the plans are 
tentative at this point. Remember to tell Bob if you are
going so that he can plan. RSVP no later than
September 21. 

Fall Trip Cont.d:



ALBANY, NY! SUMMER 2016

 PAGE 11

Parting Shots:

Brothers with Birthdays in June, July and AugustBrothers with Birthdays in June, July and AugustBrothers with Birthdays in June, July and AugustBrothers with Birthdays in June, July and August

Kenneth H. Ahsmuhs July 17, 1923 Leroy Paul Stevens August 18, 1950

Frederick Gillespie July 10, 1928 Stephen S. King August 30, 1950

Wilfred C. Baumann June 7, 1929 Gary A. Loeb June 25, 1954

James L. Fuller June 21, 1931 Alan C. Garrison August 14, 1954

Charles W. Haner August 13, 1936 John W. Scott July 16, 1955

R. Victor Stewart August 20, 1941 Victor Keith Caldwell August 22, 1955

Michael Stephen Drooker July 20, 1942 Geoffrey T. Hoderath August 2, 1957

Kurt Rosenfeldt June 11, 1943 Jean R. Karm June 10, 1958

Mark H. Baumbach June 23, 1943 Steven Martin Conant June 24, 1958

Joe P. Pozefsky June 24, 1943 Brian Keith Whitaker June 14, 1961

Thomas P. Stark Jr. June 17, 1945 Stephen J. Garry August 23, 1962

Paul Rosenblatt Sr. August 25, 1946 Kenneth T. Brown August 19, 1969

William S. Fancher Jr. June 5, 1947 Scott Allen Sawyer August 30, 1976

Timothy M. Martin July 2, 1947 Curtis James Kammerer June 23, 1980

Douglas C. Hays July 13, 1947 Robert E. Emory August 22, 1984

Bruce N. Hazard June 3, 1949 Brian E. Johnson August 1, 1985

Alan Lasker June 27, 1949 Aaron W. Gladd June 22, 1986

Raymond H. Gaul August 1, 1949 Matthew Williams Scott August 13, 1987

If your birthday does not appear in the list we apologize, but it is because we do not have the information in 
our records.  Please contact Tim with your birth date.


